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INDUSTRY PLAYERS SA PLASTIC STRAWS ACCOUNT FOR LESS THAN 0.1% OF PLASTIC CONSUMPTION

Amul, beverage makers want straw ban postponed

Prashant.Rupera
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad/Vadodara:
As the deadline to imple-
ment the ban on single-use
plastic comes into force from
July, large beverage firms,
both global and domestic, ha-
veurgedthe centretoexempt
plasticstraws from the ban.

Fearing disruption in the
industry, homegrown dairy
giant - Amul - has approa-
ched the centre to postpone
its decision. The Gujarat Co-
operative Milk Marketing
Federation (GCMMF), co-
untry’s largest FMCG firm,
haswritten to theministry of
environment urging it to de-
lay the implementation of
the ban till next

INDUSTRY'S
CONTENTIONS

@ Plastic straws account for
less than 0.1% of total plastic
consumption

@ Ban on plastic straws can
disrupt the pricing of juices,
milk-based beverages

@ Currently, there is zero
capacity in the country to
manufacture paper straws

@ The supply of imported
paper straws is limited, costly

@ Approval from regulatory bodies,

testing protocols and clearance for
biodegradable PLA straws that can
replace plastic straws will require

at least a year |

they are not as effective as

plastic straws,” said R § Sod-

hi, managing director of

GCMMF which markets dai-

ry products under the brand
Amul.

year to ensure
that the count-

DEADLINE NEARS ¢

Sodhi said

plastic

ry has enough
capacity to replace plastic
straws with paper straws.
Theplasticstrawsaccom-
pany small packs of juices
and milk-based beverages.
“Theintention of govern-
ment is good. But currently,
our country simply does not
have the capacity to manu-
facture paper straws which
have to be imported and are
5-6 times more costly. Also,

straws do not
even account for 0.1 % of the
total plastic consumption.
“We are following it up with
the centre,” said Sodhi.

The Action Alliance for
Recycling Beverage Carto-
ons (AARC), the industry
group whose members inclu-
de PepsiCo, Coca-Cola Co,
Parle Agro, Dabur and other
milk firms, too is lobbying
foran extension of the ban.

“When it comes to paper
straws, we are currently sit-
tingat zero capacity. We have
urged the government to gi-
ve us transition time,” said
AARC’'sCEOPraveen Aggar-
wal,addingthat theindustry
needs at least one and a half
years for every plastic straw
to be replaced by either bio-
compostable or  paper
straws.

“We have been working'

on biodegradable PLA
straws as an alternative. But
these are still 9 to 12 months
away before they get appro-
ved by regulatory bodies,
and undergo testing proto-
cols and clearance from the
Food Safety and Standards

Authority of India. Weareal-
80 looking to import paper
straws, whatever can be im-
ported but there is not eno-
ugh availability globally,” he
said, adding that thereare li-
mited manufacturers of
strawlinemachinesglobally.

Hesaid that of theoverall
plastic consumption of 34
million tonnes a year, plastic
straws constitute just 1,800
tonnes.

“We support the govern-
ment’s initiative but there is
a difference to be made bet-
ween loose straws that cause
litterand the integrated ones
that come with packaging as
the industry collects and re-
cyclesit,” hesaid.

“Besides Amul, all other
branded products which sell
juicesandotherbeveragesin
smaller tetrapaks cannot do
without straws. This has put
a number of FMCG manu-
facturersinafix. Atthesame
time, plastic manufacturing
units are reeling from losses
not just because of the ban
but also because of the steep
rise in raw material costs,”
said Prerak Patel, president,
Ahmedabad Plastic Manu-
facturers’ Association (AP-
MA).

“A slew of representa-

tions have been moved befo-
re pollution control boards
atthe stateand central levels
as well as the state and cen-
tral authorities by plastic
manufacturers given the si-
tuation,” hesaid.

A paper straw doesn’t last
longinaliquid, industry pla-
yerssay.

“We have demanded an
advisory from the central go-
vernment suggesting viable
alternatives to single-use
plastics earlier. There is still
no viable alternative for spo-
ons or straws at similar pri-
ces and similar quantities
and itisthe biggest hurdle. If
we start manufacturing mo-
requantities of optional pro-
ducts, the prices will go
down. The industry is wil-
ling to comply provided af-
fordable and viable alterna-
tives to single-use plastics
are provided,” said Hiren
Gandhi, chairman of GCCI
food committee.

Packaging and disposab-
le cutlery cost for food pro-
cessing industry players has
gone up by 20% over the past
six to eight months, industry
sources claim.

(With inputs from Niyati
Parikh & Parag Dave in Ah-
medabad)



